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(5° tithe means to give one-tenth of your 

income to God for His work. So tith- 
ing is a systematic, personal plan of securing 
and contributing money for Christian work, 
Our purpose is not to stir up any heart to 
larger givings spasmodically ; but to larger 
givings because the giving is regular, conse- 
crated, intelligent, systematic. Spasmodic 
giving is good as long as it lasts, but it passes 
away with the fever of good feeling. Order 
is heaven’s first law. The Christian should 
do all things decently and in order. Here 
are ten reasons why you shouldtithe. Ifone 
reason makes a thing right, ten cannot make 
it more right; but they may enforce the 
argument to conviction of duty. 

(1) God commands it. “ Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse.” This applies to 
us as well as the Jews. Christ is not the end 
of the law as our rule of conduct. Anything 
that was good for Jews cannot be bad for us, 
unless it is specially done away. Our scale 
of giving may bé higher than a tenth, but it 
cannot scripturally be lower. Some Chris'- 
ians give nothing (they are a sort of latter-day 
saint) ; others give little; all should give at 
least a tenth, even though that be only a 
mite. 


(2) Your growth in the spiritual life re- 
quires it. You cannot grow in grace if you 
disobey God’s word. “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” Give and you will be 
blessed. Giving is a habit of spiritual man- 
hood. There should be joy in your religion. 
You will be a happier Christian if you tithe 
“Prove me now herewith, if I will not pour 
you out a blessing.” 

(3) The extension of your influence ne- 
cessitates it. A silver dollar put before a 
candle flame will hide its light. Put the 
dollar behind the flame and it acts as a 
reflector. Make your money reflect the 
light of a good life. A Christian can in- 
tensify and extend his influence by his con- 
secrated gifts. It is not the Christian who 
has money who is most influential in the 
Master’s service, but the Christian who uses 
his money in that service. The Christianity 
of young people will be more respected by the 
trustees and officials of the church if the 
young people contribute better to the church. 
You can make your light, the Gospel light, 
shine in heathen lands by the strong reflect- 
or of gold for missions. 

(4) The church needs it in order to have 
ready means for meeting payments and | 
evangelizing the poor and heathen. It is 
impossible to run a church without money. 
The preacher and his horse are not fed by 
manna from heaven. Prayers do not pay 
debts except as you answer them. The 
church needs money. Why does it need so 
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much of it? Because it is a bank which in- 
vests your money so that you will receive 
principal and interest a hundredfold as re- 
wardinheaven. The church does a banking 
business for heaven. Thus you can lay up 
treasure yonder. 

(5) The Church needs it, in order to be 
saved from questionable methods of raising 
money. ‘he best way to raise money is to 
give it ; not.merely because it is the cheapest 
way but the scriptural way. The Lord de- 
liver us from church-shows. Every Christ- 
ian has two homes—his dwelling place and 
his church home. _In both of these he should 
be interested. A Christian does not think 
of getting up a bazaar or a concert to furnish 
his dwelling place and keep it running. 
Why should he do it’to sustain his church 
home? Let us give more of our money to 
the church and less to the world. Remem- 
ber this, a Christian’s prayer-book is his 
purse. 

(6) Your temporal prosperity will be 
greater, by double force (says Rev. Wm. 

Arthur) of 

(a) Personal carefulness in ordér and 
economy. If you tithe you will be a book- 
keeper and save more. Thriftless persons 
have in this way become rich. If you are 
poor you may become wealthy by honoring 
God. 

(b) Divine blessing. “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” That is why God 
wants you to give. He does not want you 


to give because He is poor. It you give you 
will receive. So make this your rule: If 
you receive you will give. 

(7) Not to give is torob God. All things 
are God’s, and holding back from Him that 
in your possession which is His, is robbery. 
“Will a man rob God? Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.” 
Many Christians are breaking the eighth 
commandment. Let us be careful. Stop 
robbing God, and give Him a little of His 
own ! 

(8) You owe God gratitude for His great 
gift oflove in Christ to you. Money cannot 
purchase salvation. But by the use of your 
money you can show your thanks to God. 

(9) You st ould imitate the good example 
of John Wesley, Baxter, Doddridge, Watts, 
and many other eminent Christians. 

(10) You won’t be sorry you tithed when 
you get to heaven. It will be a mean sort of 
heaven you will get to if you don’t tithe. 
Will you then start to tithe? May all who 
read this start to do so. Follow Wesley’s 
advice: “Get all youcan; save all you Can ; 
give all you can.” 
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